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'Where will I take the urn?': A possible source for the burying the letter of
forgiveness in "Tehila" by S. Y. Agnon and its meanings

Tzachi Cohen
Abstract

By pointing to a Sages' Tale from the Babylonian Talmud, tractate Mo'ed Katan, as a
possible source for the incineration of the forgiveness letter in an urn and the urn in the
tomb of Tehilah, we will seek to establish key dimensions in Agnon's story and possible
compromises between the two texts. The Babylonian tale emphasizes the dimensions of
the boundary breaking, the violence and its consequences, the symbolic and social
significance of the magical act, and finally the discussion of the actual speech and writing
and their effect on the reality they describe. It turns out that these dimensions are also
central issues in the story 'Tehila'. We will especially emphasize the topic of speech and
writing, as developed in Agnons' fable and finally wonder about the interpretation of the
inlay of the Talmudic tale in Agnon's story.

Keywords: Agnon, Tehilah, Inlay, Babylonian Talmud, Writing and Speaking, Text,
Commentary
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