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About the minor language in the novel Donkey by Sami Berdugo

Ester Adivi-Shoshan

The novel Donkey is a meta-Israeli narrative with two interwoven plots. The novel’s main
innovation is in the gap between the writer Sami Berdugo and the third-person narrator he creates
on the one hand and the main character, Roslan, on the other hand. Thus, for the first time in
Berdugo’s writing, the main character comes from the outside world, from the surrounding Israeli
reality. Berdugo abandons the first-person narrator in favour of the third-person narrator who
intervenes frequently, interrupting the flow of the narrative and addressing different audiences,
among them the totality of Israeli authors. This point of view creates a narrator whose difference
from the other characters manifests itself in various characteristics, such as his distinctive
language use and his clear affinity to S. Yizhar. The richness of the narrator’s language, that is
influenced by the language of S. Yizhar, stands out in comparison to the poor language of Roslan
and especially of his parents. Against these two polar manifestations of language use, the novel
also depicts the standard language of the majority — Steve’s language. This virtuosi deployment
of three languages, animated by Berdugo deep and abiding commitment to the marginalized
elements of Israeli society, clearly upholds Deleuze and Guattari’s “minor literature” worldview.
In this paper I will use the concept of minor literature to analyse the way that these three languages

are depicted and enacted in this new novel.

Key words: Donkey, Sami Berdugo, S. Yizhar, minor literature, minor language.
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