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'‘She Made a Window for Him and Put Her Hand on His
Head': Presenting Rav Hisda's Daughter as "The Ideal
Woman' in the Babylonian Talmud

Liat Sobolev-Mandelbaum

Abstract
The daughter of Rav Hisda is mentioned ten times in the Babylonian

Talmud. The present study examines her uniqueness as an ideal
woman in light of these sources. The analysis of the character of Rav
Hisda's daughter reveals a positive figure with character traits and
deeds that were valued in women. She is an expert on Jewish law and
punctilious in its observation, and she also participates in the
professional activities of Rava and Rav Hisda. A few stories reflect
her taking part in the deeds and thoughts of her husband, Rava, who
valued her expertise in different kinds of laws and her understanding
of the principles and foundations of halakhic decision-making,
wherefore he trusted her in carrying out laws and decisions. Like
Rava, also her father, Rav Hisda, appreciated her understanding of
philosophical ideas.

It is possible that as the daughter of Rav Hisda — a scholar of
renown, a priest, and an expert on the dietary laws and punctilious in
their observance — she knew the dietary laws and observed them
strictly. It is also possible that these traits were attributed to her due to
her affiliation with him. Her presentation as an ideal woman affiliated
with two important scholars who were known as experts and careful
observers of the law, and her own similar characterization, both stress
the connection between these two scholars, their frequent
disagreements, and the continuity of the halakhic traditions of their
respective schools.

Key words
Rav Hisda's Daughter, Babylonian Talmud, ideal woman, female
representation.
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