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The Grotesque Woman in Children’s Literature: From a
Gender Stereotype to a Feminist Protest

Nitsa Dori

Abstract

One of the basic needs that the child can realize through the story is
the need for identification (Deshe, 1969). The emotional identification
of the child with the protagonists of the story, with their stories and
their fate, unknowingly leads to the absorption of the values,
dimensions and views of the heroes who symbolize them in their
personality and actions (Krasny, 1995) The differences between the
sexes are evident in early childhood as well as perceptions of the
"feminine” and "masculine" domains, which can be discerned in
several children's books written several decades ago, Whose theme is
"The grotesque woman". The figure of the woman depicted is
confused and scattered. Since these literary texts are very popular
among horticulture, this article suggests: At first — awareness of the
subject; At the end, this article will offer a renewed reading that will
lead to a deeper understanding of the messages, and will turn gender
stereotypes, which were prevalent in the past, into a feminist protest of
the present, and discussion with children about the nature of the
gender perception in the grotesque woman's design, motives and other
insights that can be reached in the wake of her work, conversation and
behavior may serve as tools for the development of a person with
critical, independent and ethical thinking.

Key words:
gender, children's literature, stereotypes, protest, feminism.
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