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6 'Relativism, roughly put, is the view that truth and falsity, right and wrong, standards of
reasoning, and procedures of justification are products of differing conventions and
frameworks of assessment and that their authority is confined to the context giving rise

to them' (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy).
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Post-Modernism: Faith-Based Contention and Traditional
Instruments

Shulamit Ben-Shaya
Abstract
A central challenge that today's educator must contend with is the
ramification of the post-modern concept and its effect on Jewish religious
identity and the basic outlook of the students. This topic is of utmost
importance in the principled approach to modern education in general,
and to the religious world in particular. The ramifications are enormous
with an endless list of perspectives: educational, religious, cultural, and
more. Much has been written about post-modernism in general, and its
influences upon the field of education. This having been said, it seems
that for many educators, there is a gap between theoretical knowledge and
the reality encountered in practice, specifically with all that pertains to the
religious world of Jewish youth. As a result, there exists a penetrating
search for a "faith based" orientation to this topic, accompanied by
practical instruments able to deal with this issue.
The purpose of this article is to attempt to provide an answer for this
need. The onset of this essay presents a brief survey of the concepts of the
post-modern  outlook and the chief ramifications on the
educational/religious field. Afterwards, the article will suggest a direction
to fundamentally contend with the issue — mainly based on the teachings
of Ha Rav Kook. The central theme of the essay plans on utilizing the
very significance and value of post-modern thought itself, in order to
strengthen the religious world of Jewish youth, and not to weaken it, as
was done repeatedly in the past. Later, the essay will test if it is possible
to use concepts from the traditional realm as a counterweight to post-
modern thought, in the sense of "trust the wisdom of the gentile world".
The article concludes with the suggestion that the post-modern breach
will in fact engender in the words of the Prophet a new covenant. This
new covenant is loyal to the past (and this is the traditional dimension that
the article suggests adopting). At the same time, it contains stature of
innovation, and perhaps a new essence, that was created quite
surprisingly from the dismantling of the post-modern approach.

Key words:
Postmodernism, Judaism, conservatism, covenant, religious education,
religious youth
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