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Strangers at Home: Mothers detached from their children in
the literary work of Savyon Liebrecht

Shai Rudin

Abstract

This article examines a key-theme in the literary works of Savyon
Liebrecht: mothers as strangers toward their children. Several insights
may be gleaned by the studying of relationships between mothers and
their children as depicted in Savyon Liebrecht’s literary work. First,
and contrary to various myths regarding mothers, the literary works
depicting various mother-figures show that motherhood is not natural
and that not all women are willing to function as a mother. Thus, the
stereotype that views every woman as a future mother is shattered, and
motherhood becomes an identity equivalent to other female identities
rather than a super-identity. Second, the works show a clash between
the various identities of a woman upon her becoming a mother, and
her choices following this clash. Third, the works examine the inter-
generational rift between mothers and children, offering conflicting
solutions — detachment or acceptance. Motherhood in Liebrecht’s
work is expropriated from the private sphere, serving rather as an
ideological means of examining social issues, such as Jews-Arabs
relationships; immigrating from Israel; attitude towards people with
special needs; and secular-religious relationships. As a result, mothers
become a political entity conveying a social message, diverging from
their stereotypical role.

Key words:
Savyon Liebrecht, motherhood, feminist reading, modern Hebrew
literature
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