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R. Yehuda Leib Shapira's Critical Approach Toward Rashbam's
Pentateuchal Commentaries Contradicting the Literal Meaning of
Scripture "Ha-rekhasim Le-vig’a’

Orly Kolodni

Abstract

Rabbi Yehuda Leib Shapira Frankfurter (Rilash; Altona, 1743-1836), author of
the Torah commentary 'Ha-rekhasim Le-viq’a' (1815) was one of the modern
Jewish Peshat (literal) commentators, and in his commentary is a clear
tendency of understanding the text in its various contexts

This article deals with Rilash's commentaries, which were influenced by the
Rashbam's exegetics, especially those in which Rilash expresses implied, or
outright, reasoned criticism of Rashbam's opinion.

The most prominent finding is that Rilash opinion towards the Rashbam’s
commentary depends on the spirit of the Peshat: on one hand — appreciation
and approval, and on the other hand — rejection, due to lack of anchoring in the
text. Rilash rejected Rashbam's interpretation and other traditional
interpretation that followed it in places that contradicted understanding the text
in its various contexts.

It was important for Rilash to show that Rashbam and his followers (or those
who commentate in accordance with Midrash) are not always as loyal to Peshat
as they would like to believe. Rilash’s criticism of Rashbam may feel harsh at
times. In some places he absolutely rejects Rashbam's commentary when he
deems it not in accordance with Peshat, or when he thinks Rashbam was too
quick to overrule an interpretation by Rashi which happens to be in accordance
with Peshat.
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