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Educating a Desire: The Concept of Desire in the Social-Kabbalistic Doctrine of
Rabbi Yehuda Ashlag and its Implications on Education

Eli Vinokur

Abstract

This article examines the concept of will in Rabbi Yehuda Leib Ha-Levi Ashlag’s
doctrine (1884-1955) — from its creation, through its development over human
history, and ending with its correction in a spiritually-oriented society. While very
little scholarly discussion was devoted to the concept of will in Rabbi Ashlag’s
work, especially its social and educational implications, this article seeks to change
this reality by claiming that understanding Rabbi Ashlag’s concept of will, from an
educational prism, invites us to reconsider education and its purpose: creating the
conditions to develop a desire, instead of conveying knowledge. To do so, the
educator whose class Rabbi Ashlag invites us to visit, is none else but the Creator.
Reflecting on the process of creation and its development, as presented by Rabbi
Ashlag, will present before us a challenging insight on the conditions needed to
foster an authentic development of students and educators, thus promoting social-
religious-spiritual education worthy of its calling.

Keywords: Rabbi Ashlag, Kabbalah, will, motivation, spiritual education, religious
education
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