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'‘And what is the benefit of the doctor?* About Alternative
Treatment approaches in the Story 'From one Apartment to
Another' ("Mi-dira Le-dira') by S"'J Agnon

Yair Koren-Maimon

Abstract

The article presents Shmuel Yosef Agnon's story 'From One Apartment to Another’,
('Mi-dira Le-dira’), from a psychological-therapeutic point of view.

My main argument is that in his story, Agnon suggests two alternative methods
of treatment as an antithesis to the classical Freudian method of treatment: the first is
represented by the old man (the owner) who is very talkative and talks instead of his
patient. As a therapist he is used by the narrator whose oral disease has damaged his
speaking abilities — his tongue, his lips and throat — as a 'voice' which expresses his
emotional needs. The second is represented by a child (Bobby) who also doesn't
speak but tends to touch the narrator a lot, snuggles in his arms and induces him to
experience therapy through touch. The encounter with the old man whose life story
is analogous to the life story of the narrator motivates the narrator to embark on a
personal journey before deciding on the question of the place of his house. The
encounter with the child's soft touch strengthens the ability of the narrator to
generate positive interaction with his social environment and arouses his awareness
to his paternal feelings.

Against the educated doctors which described as useless, stand the simple people
that considered weak (the old man and the baby), who succeed each one in his own
special way, to treat the narrator and improve his physical and mental condition.

Keywords:
Shmuel Yosef Agnon, Medical science, Treatment approaches, the child archetype,
the wise elder archetype
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