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Tehilah by Agnon: Form and Content, in Between — The Abject and the
Abjection

Liliane Steiner
Abstract

In this article I will prove that contrary to the multiple critics' assumptions that
focus on the individual crime, Tehila by Shay Agnon deals rather with social
crimes and their repercussions on the individual's life. The social crime
inflicted upon Tehila and her fiancé, and later on upon their respective future
families shattered their lives forever. This crime consists of the abjection of the
other and his rejection from society. Moreover, in the novella Tehila form and
content merge, conflate and reflect the very movement out that rejected the
fiancé for being other, for defying the consensus and aspiring for something
else.

This rejection is inscribed in the binary mode that resides in the novella’s
structure as well as in its plot. The abjection and the abject are written in a
mode of inside and out, opposites and double tracks that re-enact the primal
crime: the broken word due to the abjection of the abject, Shraga.

Key words: Tehilah, Hasidism, abject, abjection, binary paradigm
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