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Faculty Perceptions of the Bible and of Teaching it in a Teachers College

Michal Dell

Abstract

This paper discusses the perceptions held by Bible Professors in a teachers' college
of the Bible in general and of teaching it. The research is qualitative and is based
on interviews with six professors. The aim was to define the pedagogical content
knowledge (PCK) of Bible professors in a teachers' college, a definition which
may contribute to finding the best practice in training Bible teachers.

Three main themes emerged throughout the interviews: perceptions of the Bible
itself, establishing a sense of relevance for the students and expertise in the field of
knowledge and pedagogy. Analysis of the findings was based on the PCK theory,
to define the PCK of the Bible professors.

1.

Perceptions of the Bible: before teaching Bible, one should understand
what the Bible is. Two features are unique to this field of knowledge: its
inter-disciplinary nature, and the inherent moral aspect calling on the
learner to find a personal connection.

Establishing Relevance: The goal is to create a connection between the
learner and learned text, the professors use their discretion to choose the
means to do so based on their professional pedagogic knowledge.
Expertise in the field of knowledge and in pedagogy as elements of Bible
teaching in the college: Two elements arising in the interviews are the
importance of expertise in content knowledge, and the pedagogy
professors chose to employ. Out of six professors, four addressed the
issue of teachers training and showed specific awareness to the fact they
were not only teaching, but also training teachers.

Key words:

PCK - pedagogical content knowledge, teacher training, Bible teaching
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