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""The Uses of Adversity': Middle-Class Pastoral
in As You Like It

Dr. Miri Baum

Shakespeare's comedy As You Like It, often seen as a perfect example
of romantic pastoral, actually subverts the image of nature and rural life
which Renaissance pastoral cultivated, and exposes that ideal vision to
an unprecedented middle-class, bourgeois scrutiny. Pastoral was a
favorite genre of the Elizabethan courtier-poets and in it they presented
an idyllic nature wholly removed from the realities of rural life. When
pastoral romance introduced courtiers as characters in Arcadia, the
focus turned from the joys of shepherdhood to the ways in which the
ideal pastoral society and its surroundings could educate and reform the
court. Shakespeare looked at pastoral from the highly unusual
perspective of a middle-class man composing for a largely middle-class
audience. The attitude of this audience, unsympathetic to traditional
pastoral and dismissive of real rural life, shaped the comedy. The result
is a novel view of nature and of the lessons that should be learnt from a
visit to the green world.

AYLI has been and still is often described as a flawless romantic
pastoral. Thus, for example, Eamon Grennan claims the play bears
"brilliant witness to its author's capacious comprehension of the whole
pastoral tradition",! while Brian Gibbons calls it "almost studious in its
adherence to the conventions of pastoral”.? Most recently, this view has
been presented by Paul Alpers, who maintains that "AYLI can end both
conventionally and satisfactorily, because the play throughout is
attentive to the motives and powers of pastoral convention".® A closer
look at the play reveals, however, that while Shakespeare's comedy
certainly inherits and reflects the rich tradition of Renaissance pastoral,
it reworks it in a way which is largely unconventional.

Shakespeare's chief source for the plot of AYLI was Thomas Lodge's
Rosalynde, a work which is indeed "studious in its adherence to the

1. "Telling the Trees from the Wood: Some Details of AYLI Reexamined" ELR vii.2
(1977), p.206

2. "Amorous Fictions and As You Like It" in Mahon, JW. (ed.) "Fanned and
Winnowed Opinions": Shakespearean Essays Presented to Harold Jenkins
(London: Methuen, 1987.) p.54

3. What Is Pastoral? (Chicago, 1996), p.130.
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conventions of pastoral.” Shakespeare's most striking divergence from
conventional pastoral romance is reflected in his deviation from
Lodge's traditional Arcadian setting. This is Lodge's Arden, as it is first
seen by Rosalynde and Alinda:

then coming into a fair valley, compassed with mountains,
whereon grew many pleasant shrubs, they might descry where
two flocks of sheep did feed...The ground...was diapered with
Flora's riches, as if she meant to wrap Tellus in the glory of her
vestments; round about in the form of an amphitheatre were most
curiously planted pine trees, interseamed with limons and citrons,
which with the thickness of their boughs so shadowed the place,
that Phoebus could not pry into the secret of that arbour; so united
were the tops with so thick a closure, that Venus might there in
her jollity have dallied unseen with her dearest paramour. Fast
by, to make the place more gorgeous, was there a fount so
crystalline and clear, that it seemed Diana with her Dryades and
Hamadrydes had that spring, as the secret of all their bathings. In
this glorious arbour sat these two shepherds, seeing their sheep
feed, playing on their pipes many pleasant tunes, and from music
and melody following into much amorous chat.*

Following this comes "A Pleasant Eclogue between Montanus and
Corydon", a long and exquisite lyrical exchange between two wholly
artificial shepherds, the appropriate denizens of such a land. The
theoretical basis for this kind of writing, for this kind of vision of nature,
was the Neoplatonic Renaissance theory that the true poet ascends from
the fallen, imperfect world of sublunary nature to the contemplation of
a "second world"® perceived by the mind; his inspired imagination
reaching for an existence of greater beauty and virtue, the poet then
bodies forth his vision in the language of poetry.® The most famous

4.  W.W. Greg (ed.), London: Chatto and Windus, 1907, pp. 39-40.

5. The expression is Harry Berger's, from Second World and Green World,
(Berkeley: Univ of California Press, 1988.) p. 11.

6. The locus classicus for this belief is in Plotinus's Enneads, V.viii.i.:
...the arts are not to be slighted on the ground that they create by imitation of
natural objects; for, to begin with, these natural objects are themselves imitations;
then we must recognize that they give no bare reproduction of the thing seen but
go back [in the Greek: anatrechei, "go up"] to the Reason-Principles from which
Nature itself derives, and furthermore, that much of their work is all their own;
they are holders of beauty and add where nature is lacking. Thus Pheidias wrought
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English expression of this idea was put forth in Sir Philip Sidney's A
Defence of Poetry, in which he claims that:

Only the poet, disdaining to be tied to any such subjection [i.e.
the subjection of nature], lifted up with the vigour of his own
invention, doth grow in effect another nature, in making things
either better than nature bringeth forth, or, quite anew, forms such
as never were in nature...he goeth hand in hand with nature, not
enclosed within the narrow warrant of her gifts, but freely ranging
only within the zodiac of his own wit. Nature never set forth the
earth in so rich tapestry as divers poets have done; neither with
so pleasant rivers, fruitful trees, sweet-smelling flowers, nor
whatsoever else may make the too much loved earth more lovely.
Her world is brazen, the poets only deliver a golden.’

Drawing upon the myth of a long-lost Golden Age and sustained by this
vision of the poet's powers of creation, the courtly poets fashioned
Arcadia as indeed a golden land of perpetually clement weather,
sympathetic plants and mythical inhabitants, a perfect setting for the
Arcadian shepherds' life of song, debate and love. It was, as Raymond
Williams has rightly noted, "not...a living but...an enameled world."® In
this literary land of leisure, life in harmony with nature does not depend
on man accommodating himself to the dictates of nature but quite the
opposite: in the imaginative ecology of most pastoral poetry, nature
turns into art and exists wholly as a response to man's physical, aesthetic
and emotional needs. Thus, Lodge's fountain is crystalline in order to
"make the place more gorgeous," the thickness of the trees in his Arden
is proven by their convenience for love, the clearness of the water by
its suitability for bathing.

Shakespeare prepares the viewer/reader for a similar vision in AYLI
when in Act | he has Charles the wrestler report that Duke Senior and
his fellow exiles are said to be "fleet[ing] the time carelessly as they did

the Zeus upon no model among things of sense but by apprehending what form
Zeus must take if he chose to become manifest to sight.
(trans. by S. MacKenna, London: Faber and Faber, 1969, pp. 422-3)

7. A Defence of Poetry, J. Van Dorsten (ed.), (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1996.) 23-4.

8. The Country and the City, (London: Chatto and Windus, 1973.) p. 18.
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in the golden world". (1.i.116-9).° Thus, when Arden is encountered at
the beginning of Act Il, the effect is startling. "Well, this is the Forest
of Arden" proclaims Rosalind upon arrival, and Touchstone's
unexpected retort is "Ay, now am | in Arden, the more fool I; when |
was at home | was in a better place, but travellers must be content™
(I.iv.13-5). Shakespeare describes the forest as "uncouth” (vi.6), a
"desert inaccessible™ (vii.110); it contains hawthorns and brambles, sick
sheep and miserly landlords; the season is winter, complete with "the
icy fang and churlish chiding of the winter's wind" (i.6-7). Duke
Senior's impressive speech on the uses of adversity proves the basic
point: nature is an adversary here.

Of course, much of this is not Shakespeare's invention. Part of what
Shakespeare has done in AYLI is to bring into what some critics have
called the "soft pastoral” of pastoral romance, elements from another
and rarer strain of pastoral, "hard" or Christian pastoral, the "georgic"
according to Alistair Fowler.'° Battista Spagnoli (Mantuan), Edmund
Spenser and a host of lesser writers offered Shakespeare models of hard
pastoral, a poetry which depicted realistic weather and a realistic
landscape, concentrated more on the virtues of honest labor than on
those of song and contemplation, and criticized the city more than it
celebrated an imaginary countryside. Duke Senior's stoic claim that the
chilly wind's "chiding" is far preferable to the flattery of counselors is
a perfect example of the hard pastoral perspective.

And yet AYLI is not, as Alistair Fowler would have it, simply a "georgic
pastoral".!* While the use of georgic elements plays a part in
Shakespeare's modification of pastoral romance, the modification, or
even - | would argue - the subversion of classic pastoral in AYLI goes
much further. This could partly be a matter of date: by 1600, when AYLI
was produced, the pastoral tradition was well-established — and well-
worn — in England; shepherds' passions were becoming, according to
Touchstone, "something stale™ (11.iv.57-9); and so these passions could

9. All quotations are from As You Like It, The Arden Shakespeare. (London:
Routledge, 1975).

10. The work which first analyzed in detail the dialectic of "soft" and "hard" pastoral
is P. Cullen's Spenser, Marvell, and Renaissance Pastoral. (Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1970.) For the discussion of "georgic" pastoral see A. Fowler,
"The Beginnings of English Georgic" in Renaissance Genres. B.K. Lewalski
(ed.), (Cambridge: Harvard Univ. Press, 1986.)

11. "Pastoral Instruction in AYLL." The John Coffin Memorial Lecture, 1984.
Published by the University of London. p.2.
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be parodied for an appreciative audience. However, the key to
understanding the play's particular version of pastoral is in the social
circumstances of its production. Shakespeare's membership in the most
successful playing company in London gave him a relative
independence of his upper-class patrons. In what was "a departure from
and perhaps a challenge to the traditional relationships that define
patronage in the Renaissance," Shakespeare turned from the aristocracy
to the paying public for economic support.!? The social composition of
this public is a notoriously controversial issue; however, according to
the latest studies of Andrew Gurr, as a play written to be performed at
the open-air theatre of the Globe, the audience of AYLI was probably
largely middle-class, if we include within this definition a vast variety
of occupations ranging from apprentices to rich merchants.'® The need
to please the city audience was not only economic but social:
Shakespeare, of middle-class extraction himself, was, as a member of
an acting company, part of a profession which in this period was
endeavoring to attain bourgeois status and civic respectability for

12. W. L. Gundersheimer, "Patronage in the Renaissance: An Exploratory Approach,”
in Lytle and Orgel, (eds.), Patronage in the Renaissance, (Princeton, N.J.:
Princeton Univ. Press, 1981.) p. 23. See also P. Williams, The Later Tudors:
England 1547-1603, (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1995,) 408-9.

13. As A. Gurr notes, both Alfred Harbage's claim for the predominance of the artisan
class at the theatres (in Shakespeare's Audience, N.Y., 1961) and Ann J. Cook's
assertion that the upper-class gentry were the essential constituent (in The
Privileged Playgoers of Shakespeare's London, Princeton, 1981) are too
extreme: "[Cook] replaced Harbage's stereotype of the idle artisan with the equally
simplifying stereotype of the idle rich" (A. Gurr, Playgoing in Shakespeare's
London, 2nd ed. Cambridge, 1996, p.3). As a corrective, Gurr stresses the
"divergence in the social composition of audiences at the different types of
playhouse" (76). AYLI was almost certainly the first play Shakespeare wrote for
the newly-built Globe (A. Gurr, The Shakespearean Playing Companies,
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996. p. 291), one of the "public,” open-air theatres
which were primarily citizen-oriented, though also favoured by gentlemen. The
balance shifted only after 1608-9, when the Kings' Men became private-theatre
players at Blackfriars during the winter, and received the majority of their income
from its higher-class patrons (A. Gurr, The Shakespearean Stage, Cambridge,
1980, p.203). In thinking of the kind of audience for which a play like AYLI was
primarily intended, it is also worth remembering, as Andrew Gurr does, the
disposition of the audience: "Where at the Globe and other amphitheatres the
people closest to the stage where the poorest...at the Blackfriars and the other hall
playhouses the wealthier a patron was the closer he or she could come to the
action... That transfer reflects a social shift in playgoing priorities” (Playgoing in
Shakespeare's London, 4-5.)
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itself.1 It is therefore highly likely that the innovative pastoral of AYLI
was influenced by the views of its London audience: both by their sense
of bourgeois superiority - amply documented in contemporary literature
both on and by London citizens'® — and by their alienation from the
Arcadian fantasy of ideal rural life, an ideal which was, as critics like
Louis Montrose have shown, very closely associated with courtly
culture.

The first sign of Shakespeare's modification of pastoral is, as has been
shown, the replacement of the ideal image of nature by one far more
realistic and far more wintery. Unlike Sidney, Shakespeare has no
desire to grow "another nature".!” Secondly, the realistic countryside is
regarded by Shakespeare's exiled protagonists with distaste or with a
sense of temporary resignation rather than with any real positive
appreciation. If Duke Senior's famous speech draws upon the tradition
of hard pastoral and its rejection of the city for the virtues of nature, a
closer look reveals that this ethos, with its renunciation of civilized life,
is not accepted in the play. Even in the middle of the speech which
claims to appreciate wild nature on its own merits, the Duke is found to
be continually thinking of counselors, jewels, books and sermons:

14. For an account of the gradually improving status of the city players and of the
modeling of their companies on those of the London guilds see M. Bradbrook, The
Rise of the Common Player. (London: Chatto and Windus, 1962,) especially
pp.62-3.

15. See the thorough survey of the topic in Louis B. Wright's Middle-Class Culture
in Elizabethan England. (Cornell Univ. Press, 1958,) esp. chap. 2: "The Citizen's
Pride." While Wright bases himself largely on literary evidence, R. G. Lang's
"Social Origins and Aspirations of Jacobean London Merchants" Economic
History Review, 27 (1974) 28-47 reaches, through a detailed analysis of surviving
guild records on 140 aldermen, the similar conclusion that London's merchants
"were deeply bound to the city...most of all by the respect, prestige and honor that
attended success in the city and which could not be translated, like so much capital,
to another social milieu” (47). For a good collection of sixteenth and seventeenth
century poetry celebrating London and its citizenry, see the anthology London in
the Age of Shakespeare, edited by L. Manley, (London: Croom Helm, 1986.)

16. "Of Gentlemen and Shepherds: The Politics of Elizabethan Pastoral Form™" ELH,
50(1), 1983, pp. 415-59.

17. Mention here should perhaps be made of the two seemingly non-realistic elements
in the forest of Arden. The "palm-tree" upon which Rosalind finds one of Orlando's
poems is most probably, according to the OED, a willow, palm being a common
country name for the tree. The lion which Orlando encounters was lifted by
Shakespeare directly from Lodge, and is part of the romance-pattern of the plot
which Shakespeare infuses with his comic realism.
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...Here feel we not the penalty of Adam,

The season's difference, as the icy fang

And churlish chiding of the winter's wind,
Which when it bites and blows upon my body
Even till I shrink with cold, I smile and say
“This is no flattery. These are counselors

That feelingly persuade me what | am'.

Sweet are the uses of adversity,

Which like the toad, ugly and venomous,
Wears yet a precious jewel in his head,;

And this our life, exempt from public haunt,
Finds tongues in trees, books in running brooks,
Sermons in stones, and good in everything. (11.i.9-17)

Long before New Historicism, it seems, Shakespeare had realized that
men cannot escape their cultural conditioning. Not only the telling
imagery but also the very exquisiteness of the sound-patterns and
rhetorical structures of the speech subvert the back-to-nature message.
The irony is all the more profound as the direction of the Duke's thought
is to transform the natural into the lexical: the wind into counselors, the
trees into tongues, the brooks into books, the stones into sermons, and
this train of thought thus moves in the opposite direction to the Duke's
philosophical agenda. Hence the rich irony of Amiens' compliment:
"Happy is your Grace / that can translate the stubbornness of fortune /
Into so quiet and so sweet a style" (18-20). Far from fleeing courtly
rhetoricity for the authenticity of nature, the highly-cultured Duke can
only perceive natural objects when he "translates” them into language.
Hard primitivism is thus revealed as no more than a "style," as "sweet"
and as unrealistic in the long run as the nymphs of soft pastoral.

This is not to say that Shakespeare is making Duke Senior a negative
figure, or even a misguided dreamer. But what his speech teaches in
fact is that the civilized cannot, and should not, escape to an uncivilized
happiness, that the solution to social ills in the play lies not in the brooks
and stones themselves but in the "books™ and "sermons”, the civilizing
lessons to be learnt in their midst, and moreover, that these lessons are
more bourgeois than courtly. The Duke himself is an example of the
triumph of civility, as his kindness saves Orlando and Adam from
certain death in this hostile natural environment. The only thing which
the forest in itself teaches Orlando is “the thorny point / Of bare
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distress," momentarily taking from him "the show / Of smooth civility"
(1.vii.95-6). What saves him, his character as well as his life, is the
Duke's civility, revealed for the virtue it is by the sojourn in the forest
but born of a shared experience of civilized life, as is made emphatically
clear in Orlando's apology:

Speak you so gently? Pardon me, | pray you.

I thought that all things had been savage here
And therefore put I on the countenance

Of stern commandment. But whate'er you are
That in this desert inaccessible

Under the shade of melancholy boughs,

Lose and neglect the creeping hours of time;

If ever you have look'd on better days;

If ever been where bells have knoll'd to church;
If ever sat at any good man's feast;

If ever from your eyelids wip'd a tear,

And know what 'tis to pity and be pitied,

Let gentleness my strong enforcement be;

In the which hope, I blush, and hide my sword. (11.vii.113-8)

This appeal to a shared past of urban virtue and urban comfort assumes
an almost religious tone as it is then repeated, litany-like, by the Duke.
It is thus not surprising, and indeed quite fitting, that at the end of the
play all the exiles leave Arden for the comforts, and renewed virtues, of
the town. What is striking is that the shared invocation of churches,
homes and "good men's feasts" draws not upon a courtly but upon a
more bourgeois experience of urban life. A "goodman," according to
the OED, was usually the title of a respectable man below the rank of
gentleman.® Thus, Orlando, the aristocratic gentleman, praising the
bourgeois life of the town is indeed surprising. In conventional pastoral,
the country rather than the city is lauded, and it is the court that usually
stands in opposition to the country, not the town.

18. Amongst the definitions offered by the OED are: "The master or male head of a
household or other establishment,” "Prefixed to names of persons under the rank
of gentlemen," "a man of substance, not of gentle birth." The OED notes that the
title was often given to prosperous farmers and yeomen, but was certainly not
confined to them. In Shakespeare we find "Goodman Dull" the constable (LLL,
1V.ii.37) and "goodman delver" (Hamlet, V.i.13), although in both cases the title
may be ironic.
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Shakespeare's exposure of "unaccommodated™ nature is accompanied
by a parallel exposure of the native, rural inhabitants of Arden. In AYLI,
the traditional figure of the pastoral shepherd is split into two. On the
one hand, there are the simple country folk: Audrey and William, who,
although perhaps virtuous, are uncouth, inarticulate and do not even
know, as Audrey says, "what ‘poetical’ is" (I11.iii.14). They are a far cry
from the "shepherds swains" of Spenser's Shepheardes Calender who,
albeit similarly rude and hard-working, could always deliver a moving
speech or narrate a moral fable. On the other hand, we have the two
epitomes of Arcadian pastoralism: Silvius and Phebe, and if the first are
too "natural”, the second pair are conventionalized to the extent that
even the other shepherds seem to be aware of their artificiality. Thus it
is Corin who invites the heroines to eavesdrop on the lovers' quarrel,
describing it as "a pageant truly played / Between the pale complexion
of true love / And the red glow of scorn and proud disdain™ (111.v.48-
50). Momentarily forgetting her own infatuation, Rosalind, with her
cool, down-to-earth rationalism, thoroughly ridicules the pair for their
emotional extravagance and manifest artificiality; as neither the author
nor (for the most part) the audience of this play belonged to the social
class to which the delicate artifice of pastoral shepherdhood was dear,
Rosalind's realism is their realism. Thus both rural peasantry and
courtly shepherds are parodied and disparaged: the first are too uncouth,
the second too refined. It is worth noting that in Thomas Lodge's courtly
pastoral there are no characters resembling Audrey and William,
whereas Silvius' prototype, Montanus, is a far more sympathetic figure
and has a far bigger and nobler part to play in the plot. Silvius' sole
function is to serve as an example of the absurdity of extreme romantic
infatuation, and the play has very little real sympathy for this traditional
emblem of pathos.

But Shakespeare does not stop at the country folk. While it is clear that
the high-born Duke Senior, Orlando, Rosalind and Celia—are generally
superior in character to the low and Arden-born, AYLI also contains
much mockery of the affectations of some of the virtuous courtiers.
The Duke's stoic proclamations are exposed as sweet, courtly language;
Orlando's "tedious homil[ies] of love" are parodied by the more realistic
Touchstone. Orlando's act of hanging poems on trees may be an echo
of a similar activity in John Lyly's Love's Metamorphosis,'® a pastoral-

19. In The Complete Works of John Lyly, R. Warwick Bond (ed.), (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1902.) vol. I1I.
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mythological play produced concurrently and very possibly the work
which influenced Shakespeare to write his own pastoral play.?° The
differences, however, are more striking than the similarities. In Lyly's
work the decorous protagonists, three foresters and three nymphs, hang
their choice Latin epigrams in "garlands" on the magical tree of Ceres.
In AYLI Orlando "abuses our young plants with carving 'Rosalind’ on
their barks; hangs odes upon hawthorns and elegies upon brambles"
(11.71.351-3). Removed from the artificial world in which Latin
epigrams and nymph-inhabited trees perfectly harmonize, Orlando's
hanging of mediocre verse on the common shrubs of the English
countryside can only be ridiculous. When the trees are as much a
product of the mind as the poetry, the two can effortlessly combine. But
if nature is portrayed realistically, it will not as easily accommodate
poetic fantasy, will not be so ready to reflect the courtly poet's more
fantastic conceits; "translated” into language, it retains traces of its
former materiality. Thus, Orlando's carving on the bark becomes no
more than a physical "abuse" of a tree. Removed from its context of
ceremonious artifice, where disbelief is conventionally suspended, the
single artificial gesture cannot but be debunked.

Of course the mockery of courtly affectation as contrasted with pastoral
simplicity is a classic pastoral theme, but as we have seen in AYLI,
courtier and shepherd, Orlando, Silvius and William, are all ridiculed
together. This is perhaps felt most keenly in the debate between Corin
and Touchstone, the simple shepherd and the court fool, in which
Touchstone's courtly waffle on pastoral existence: "Truly shepherd, in
respect of itself, it is a good life; but in respect that it is a shepherd's
life, it is naught. In respect that it is solitary, | like it very well; but in
respect that it is private, it is a very vile life..." and so on (l11.ii.13-21),
is shown to be just as useless as Corin's "natural philosophy" which
immediately follows it: "I know the more one sickens the worse at ease
he is...that the property of rain is to wet and fire to burn; that good
pasture makes fat sheep; and that a great cause of the night is lack of
the sun..." (23-30). The tar which dirties the shepherds' hands is, we
then find, just as repulsive as the civet, “"the very uncleanly flux of a
cat" which perfumes the courtiers' hands. The argument between

20. See R. B. Sharpe, The Real War of the Theaters, (Boston: D. C. Heath & Co.,
1935,) p. 169. For a contrary view, doubting the connection, see Latham, A.,
“Introduction to As You Like It.” The Arden Shakespeare, (London: Routledge,
1975.) p. Ixiv.
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Touchstone and Corin is Shakespeare's version of the pastoral debate,
the careful balancing of two opinions, often in the form of a song-
contest. Here it becomes evident that both ways of life are faulty, both
the too-refined and the too-simple, although the wit of the first and the
honest labor of the second can gain the approval of the audience, the
superior third party.

What emerges as a positive ethos in Arden, what the forest can bring
out in both its fictional and its actual beholders, is a combination of
integrity, wit, resourcefulness and a basic respectability which is quite
different from the traditional pastoral postures of relaxed sensuousness
or uncompromising idealism. The seclusion of the forest, for example,
allows the exiles to debate and sing of love and time. What emerges
from the talk of love is an affirmation of the value of a faithful,
unwavering attachment which, as Rosalind is always ready to point out,
leads to marriage. As for time, Orlando's pastoral claim that "there is no
clock in the forest™ is very quickly repudiated by Rosalind, and we also
learn that Touchstone, for one, has certainly kept his "dial™ with him.
We are then lectured by Rosalind on the importance of punctuality, so
different from the pastoral dream of "flitting the time away." It is
obvious that the forest has its own clocks, if one can see and learn from
them, as is clear from Touchstone's observation that "from hour to hour,
we ripe and ripe, / And then from hour to hour, we rot and rot" (I1.vii.26-
7).

The forest is thus a place of instruction, not because it has been
transformed into a passive mirror of the mind, but through being what
it is - a realistic forest, which reveals the processes of nature, provides
the seclusion in which to think of the proper conducting of social affairs,
and which also demands practical resourcefulness from its inhabitants.
Thus, the Duke must hunt to live - a very unpastoral activity,?* and the
exiles' money is essential in Arden. This indispensability of gold in the
country traditionally viewed as the gold-less golden world is possibly
Shakespeare's most radical subversion of pastoral convention. In AYLI

21. Traditionally considered alien to pastoral, hunting had actually become quite
common in Elizabethan pastorals, its incongruity ignored. As Alistair Fowler has
shown, Shakespeare "reactivates the pure pastoral objections" to hunting through
the figure of Jaques, although the sympathy finally remains with the Duke who
hunts to survive. (“Pastoral Instruction in AYLI", p. 3). Shakespeare's highlighting
of the incongruity of hunting is part of the confrontation he sets up between the
ideal pastoral ethos and the necessities and realities of life. The first has value, but
the second must be victorious.
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we find that Orlando needs Adam's long-saved gold, "five hundred
crowns" to be exact, just to get to Arden; as for Rosalind and Celia, on
hearing that Corin's farm is, startlingly, up for sale, it is their quick
decision to "buy it with [their] gold right suddenly"” (11.iv.98) and make
Corin their overseer, which then allows them to settle down in the land
of contemplation.?2 Most devastating, perhaps, is the moment in which
Rosalind grows tired of Phebe's melodramatic outbursts, and gives the
shepherdess the sound capitalistic advice to "Sell when you can, you
are not for all markets" (111.v.60). Commercial exchange is foreign not
only to traditional soft pastoral but also to the values of austere hard
pastoral: in The Shepheardes Calender, for example, Spenser's virtuous
shepherds speak with horror of foreign lands where men "setten to sale
their shops of shame, / And maken a Mart of theyr good name."% When
in the Faerie Queene, Book Six, Sir Calidore is in need of the shepherd
Meliboe's pastoral hospitality, his offer of money is indignantly rejected
and is presented as a terrible social gaff on the part of the Champion of
Courtesy. In Lyly's aforementioned Love's Metamorphosis, there is
only one reference to the values of punctuality and capital, and both are,
significantly, connected to the figure of a merchant, a temporary,
repulsive intruder on the pastoral scene who "keepeth not onely day,
but hower,"” (I11.ii.37) and "knowes no other god than Gold...no
Religion in his mind, nor word in his mouth but money." (27, 33-4).
Lyly's play was performed by the children's companies and aimed at
their select courtly audience, and the difference between its courtly,
anti-bourgeois pastoral values and the values of Shakespeare's play are
striking. Punctuality and gold are anything but negative in the pastoral
written for the middle-class Londoner at the Globe.?*

Thus what we have in AYLI is not a wholesale condemnation of the
pastoral ideal of educative nature, nor, as some critics have suggested,
a marginalization of the pastoral elements in favor of some other social

22. Itis perhaps worth noting that in buying the farm these pastorally-minded outsiders
take the place of Silvius, the native shepherd and the person first proposed as the
purchaser (11.iv.86-8). The scene thus strangely anticipates the current problem in
England and Wales of urban, pastorally-minded people buying up rural cottages
and displacing the agricultural workers.

23. September, 36-7.

24. For some of the social and cultural tensions between gentlemen and middle-class
citizens in London at this time, see L. B. Wright, p.20.
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concern.® Rather, Shakespeare appropriates the notion of pastoral
education, turning the mirror of nature to reflect a new, bourgeois ethos.
As part of this ethos, Shakespeare's pastoral world also teaches charity
of a particularly urban kind, as in Jaques' moralization on the deer, "the
native burghers of this desert city" as the Duke calls them with an
appropriately bourgeois anthropomorphism. As he finds the stricken
deer, left to die by his companions, Jaques’ response is "Ay... Sweep
on, you fat and greasy citizens, / 'Tis just the fashion; wherefore do you
look / Upon that poor and broken bankrupt there?" (11.ii.54-7). Here we
have a serious use of the pastoral topos of the mirror of nature, in which
carefully-observed natural events teach an important moral lesson to
their beholders; it is thus very different from Orlando's hanging of
poems on trees, the misguided literalization of the same topos by a
pretentious aristocrat.

Finally, the traditional pastoral-romance departure from the forest and
the return to social order is presented in AYLI as a return to an expressly
bourgeois respectability. In the ongoing pastoral debate which takes up
the greater part of the play, it is Hymen who has the last word: "Peace
ho! | bar confusion: / 'Tis | must make conclusion” (V.iv.124-5), and
despite the fact that two of the four couples to be married are
aristocratic, and one stays in the country, the song of praise to Hymen
links the idea of marriage to the stability of town life:

Wedding is great Juno's crown

O blessed bond of board and bed.

‘Tis Hymen peoples every town;

High wedlock then be honoured.
Honour, high honour and renown

To Hymen, god of every town. (140-5).

The native inhabitants of Arden remain rude, the literary shepherds
remain fantastic; the city, however, is finally redeemed in solemn
ceremony. It is also notable that marriage is actually quite rare in
pastoral, which thrives on unfulfilled, sweetly-painful love. By ending

25. As in Louis Montrose's ""The Place of a Brother' in AYLI: Social Process and
Comic Form" SQ, 29-54, which claims that "what happens to Orlando in the forest
is Shakespeare's contrivance to remedy what has happened to him at home™ and
Richard Wilson's study of the play in his book Will Power (1993) which sees AYLI
as a commentary upon the contemporary practice of land enclosure.
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his pastoral with marriage and emphasizing its practical importance
Shakespeare gives pastoral yet another, and final touch of socially-
conscious realism.

Thus, though insisting on the superiority of the high-born and on the
inferiority of the low-born, the perspective from which AYLI is written
can only be called middle-born, bourgeoisie. And it is this highly
unusual perspective that accounts for the play's singular modifications
of the topos. In Shakespeare's pastoral, realistic peasants and courtly
shepherds, the English countryside and the fantasy of Arcadia, the state
of the low-born and the dreams of the high-born, both "soft" and "hard"
pastoral are exposed and mocked together. Affirmed are the value of an
honest love ending in a fertile marriage, the value of punctuality, the
value of pity for the suffering fellow-citizen, the importance of retaining
the virtue of civility - else AYLI turns into King Lear - and the
indispensability of wit and of money in all situations. Nature's domain
is thus still very much a place set apart from society for thought and
debate leading to understanding and hence to social improvement. Yet
as Arden takes the place of Arcadia, landscape and rural life gain in
realism, and the tongues in the trees and the books in the running brooks
teach a new kind of lesson to a new, and very different kind of audience.
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""The Uses of Adversity": Middle-Class Pastoral
in As You Like It

Dr. Miri Baum

As You Like It, William Shakespeare’s famous comedy, is often described as a
characteristic example of the romantic pastoral, one of the favorite genres of
the poets of the English Renaissance. Pastoral describes an ideal and idyllic
life of harmony with nature, peace, romance and poetry, an ideal which had
nothing in common with the reality of rural life at the time. And yet, as my
article shows, a closer scrutiny of the play reveals that Shakespeare in fact
subverts the idyllic pastoral picture by describing it from a surprising
perspective — a bourgeois perspective. This perspective springs from both
Shakespeare’s own social and economic background and that of the majority
of the audience that attended his plays. It results in a unique characterization
of both the noblemen and the country folk of Arden as ridiculous, and the
depiction of rural life as anything but idyllic. The values which the play finally
supports — marriage based on reason, punctuality, safeguarding property, good
manners — are all typical bourgeois values. Thus, while the pastoral sanctuary
retains its traditional literary function as a place of self-imposed isolation,
romance, and re-evaluation of social norms, in Shakespeare’s play this re-
evaluation strikes a new note, a note which was destined to become
increasingly prominent in English literature — that of the rising bourgeois

middle-class.
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