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'‘Even in small details, the text(s) may draw upon
prevailing ancient gender constructions. When Joseph
refuses to Kkiss Aseneth... Aseneth breaks into tears...
Many ancient authors claim that... proper women should

.never look directly at a man’
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Two Schematic Tales in the Bible Related to the Second Temple Literature and
Other Legends

Nava Gutman
Abstract

The study focuses on two stories as they appear in the Bible and their retelling in the
Second Temple period: Reuben and Bilhah, and Joseph and Aseneth. Unlike the
biblical originals, these retellings describe the thoughts and feelings of the figures
and suggest an overall message or moral that was not explicit in the biblical
narrative. The relative absence of such things in the biblical stories has been
perceived as a flaw, some critics have observed, that was set aright in the retellings.

The assumption is that the difference derives from a change in literary conventions.
The original biblical narratives obeyed one particular set of conventions- The
Schematic Tale- that was quite well understood by readers. Later on the conventions
about how to tell a story had changed. The earlier genre was no longer understood.
The aim of this study is to examine the evidence for this change and to understand
how it came about.

Key Words: Jacob (The Patriarch), Reuben (biblical character), Bilhah (biblical
character), Joseph (biblical character), Aseneth (biblical character), second temple
period literature, genre, conventions, the schematic tale
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