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The Phenomenon of Miracles and the Supernatural in the Torah Commentary of Rabbi Samuel
Davud Luzzatto (Shadal)

Itzhak Amar
Abstract

In recent years, the writings of Samuel David Luzzatto (Shadal) have come to light, and a flood of
research is being published in an attempt to trace his character and teachings. In this article we seek to
clarify Shadal's conception of the biblical miracle phenomenon as reflected in his interpretation to the
Torah. Did Shadal follows the rational view that sought to downplay miracle's status or whether this
phenomenon should be attributed to greater significance in accordance with its specific weight in
Scripture. The investigation revealed that Shadal adopts a rather complex view. On the one hand, he
believes that miracle is a one-off event that's breaking into the natural world. On the other hand, in
extraordinary places that have historical significance to the people of Israel, Shadal tended to empower
the miracle at the expense of its grip on nature. In these places it is evident that the miracle operates in
a disconnected from the natural world and appears to be parallel to it.

Key words: Samuel David Luzzatto (Shadal), Biblical commentary, Biblical miracles
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