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‘First drink and then I will give you yours’: The design of the wife's voice in Asher Barash's
work

Ofra Matzov Cohen
Abstract

Asher Barash often shapes female characters in his stories, and although he tends to place them
in a prominent and significant place in the work, they are not usually at the center of the plot, in
the role of the protagonist. The article seeks to examine through the concept of the women's voice
the place of wives' characters in three stories of Barash which take place in the Diaspora, in
Galicia. The voice makes it possible to examine reserved and repressed voices of groups and
individuals whose positions have not been heard and have not been clearly heard in the social
space to which they belong. In Jewish communities in Eastern Europe, a woman's voice had a
limited place according to social norms with a clear affinity for Jewish tradition and religion.
These seemingly reduced the woman's voice to the family space.

The assumption under examination is that in light of norms of Jewish culture, the voice of the
married woman, the wife, may sound like a voice of secondary importance within the family
space. The conclusions that emerge after examining the issue are that although Barash has shaped
female voices that are secondary and have characteristics of conservatism, it can be said that they
are also characterized by uniqueness and innovation and that the female voice actually has a
presence and influence on the voice owner's environments.

Keywords: Asher Barash, female voice, main character, secondary character, family space,
public space
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