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The Heroines' Quest Narratives in Dvora Baron's Short stories
Goni Ben-Israel Kasuto

Abstract

The term "voyage" has two common meanings: a literal meaning, of a physical movement in
space, and a metaphorical meaning of a movement and change in a mental space. Literary
criticism has long pointed out the fact that the voyage in its literal meaning (of a physical journey)
is more common in plots whose heroes are men. Women's journeys are usually internal, voyages
in rather that out. The short stories of Dvora Baron (1887-1956), the first Hebrew female author
to gain recognition and respect from the Hebrew literary institution, is ripe with quest narratives.
Her prose includes stories of voyages in, typical of women's literature, but it also includes physical
journeys that are less commonly associated with feminine writing, according to the prevalent
feminist literary criticism. Accordingly, although Baron's works have often been perceived as
essentially feminine, in this paper I will highlight the less known masculine aspect of her works,
that is her characters' actual voyages out. The journeys of Baron's heroines in the physical worlds
can be divided into two kinds: the majority of journeys that end with failure and are followed by
either confinement or death; and a smaller number of journeys that end positively, with the
heroine upgrading her initial standing.

Why do some journeys end in failure while others succeed? The following paper attempts to
answer this question by close-looking at the features of both failed and successful quests of
Baron's heroines.

Keywords: Dvora Baron; women's literature; quest stories; female-quest narratives.
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