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Cinema of Words: Power Games of the Omniscient Narrator in the film Footnote
Yochy Shelach
Abstract

The film Footnote depicts an Oedipal power struggle between father and son who both deal with
the written word, which they use against each other in the struggle to establish themselves as the
"Name of The Father" by means of the Israel Prize. This struggle expands until it acquires a
mythical Oedipal-symbolic dimension but also a parodic one, which replicates itself and exists
both on the family level as well on the academic level.

The system that describes this struggle is the film semiotics system. However, in this essay, I will
show how a seemingly foreign factor, which belongs in its entirety to the literary semiotic system
enters into this film: an omniscient narrator. He is represented solely through the words written
in the intertitles, which divide the film into literature-like chapters and constitute an extradiegetic
layer. Through these intertitles, the omniscient narrator controls both the information provided to
the audience and the way they interpret what is taking place.

In order to examine the extraordinary role of this narrator, I will refer to the film's chapters and
their titles in the order in which they appear, so that the accumulation of tricks used by the narrator
to control his viewers' point of view can be presented. In this way a reflexive, meta-cinematic
layer is added to the film, which places at its centre also the struggle between two cultural systems:
between the written word and the literature as a system with deep and ancient roots, and the
relatively new cinematic oeuvre, which includes visuals and sound. The chronological follow-up
will make it possible to see how he unfolds his trap in a calculated way and captures the viewers
in it, until they are finally forced to adopt the way he frames the chapters titles.

This multi-layered struggle for the Lacanian Name of the Father in the diegetic world is also
joined by the extra-diegetic omniscient narrator, who uses the verbal intertitles to assert himself
as the supreme authority that rules this world and as the supreme Name of the Father.

Keywords: semiotics, cinema, literature, cinematic omniscient narrator
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