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"What he saw were shards of words, fragments of a whole long since forgotten' -
The Printers, Rachel Dana Fruchter

Mazal Kaufman

Abstract

Rachel Dana Fruchter’s The Printers is a yarn spun over three centuries. Beginning at the end of
the 19th century, and into the beginning of the 21st, the novel takes place in Istanbul, Jerusalem,
and Tel Aviv. The printing house, founded by Morris and his brother-in-law Yuda, is also a
spiritual home, which the family is forced to close when Morris dies.

In this article I will study the deep meaning of the figure of the printing house, as a space or words
that returns, renews, and is revealed from the depth of loss in a new transformed dislocated, and
rewritten form. The lamentation over the flying letters gives life to unveiled literary works, woven
into The Printers through quotes and clues, in Ana’s sketches and Yuda’s translation of
Cervantes’ Don Quixote. All are reborn, saved, and rise again as if they were burning scrolls
sending off sparks of letters. Ties to such books as Abraham Abulafia’s The Book of the Sign bear
testament to the art of printing as a scared creation, aiming toward a transcendent dimension.
Printing in the covenant of the word, to which its makers are sworn.

Keywords: figure of the printing house, letters, books, dreams, manuscripts, will, rituals,
sanctity, secret, intertextuality.
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