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Implementation of teaching programs following mappings by mathematics teachers
in Israel

Ayala Raviv and Ayelet Tarasuk
Abstract

In elementary schools in Israel, students are regularly evaluated by maths exams.
Mappings are derived from the tests and the teachers design customized teaching
programs accordingly. The objectives of the present study were to examine the
mathematics teachers' attitude regarding the necessity and the degree of implementation
of those programs. We also investigated the factors that might influence that
implementation.

96 teachers filled out questionnaires on the Likert scale. They also described factors that
harden or can promote the implementation of teaching programs.

The findings show that not all teachers recognize the importance of teaching programs,
and they report a low level of implementation. Teachers' support for the programs
increased with seniority, level of education, and with them holding a managerial position
in school.

Lack of time and of professional guidance were noted as main difficulties for
implementing the programs. Teachers requested additional hours, joining of another staff
member, and receiving guidance and accompaniment to build the programs.

Another finding was that only students who approached "Meitzav" mathematics exams
learned with the help of the programs, while students with learning disabilities were
usually omitted from these programs.

The main conclusion that emerges from the study is that mathematics teachers lack time,
support, guidance and backing in writing effective work plans, and there is a lack of
systemic monitoring that will make sure that all students learn mathematics according to
the customized plans.

Keywords: Customized learning, Principal Exams in Mathematics, Mappings, Math
Teaching Programs
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