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The twentieth century pot is already simmering
Between the aesthetic and the ideological in '‘Brothers' by Dror Burstein
Mazal Kaufman

Abstract

Dror Burstein's book "On the Way" includes three novellas that move from the
past to the future but are written with the wisdom of hindsight, that is, from
our point of view in the present, where we, the readers, look back at the past
and know what is expected to happen in Europe in the first half of the twentieth
century. "The Brothers" (2023) follows an older brother and his younger brother
in Vienna in 1907, with the connections between them suggesting that they are a
dual-headed persona in the form of Adolf Hitler. My concern in this article will
be to focus on this novella, which takes place at the turn of the century (1907).
The threshold of the turn of the century is presented to us from the perspective
of the brothers, who are disgusted by the processes of modernization, liberalism,
and democracy taking place in Europe and are clearly reflected in Vienna, and
who yearn for a romantic, imagined, folkish past. At the same time, the novella
observes the moods prevailing in Europe and Austria-Germany in particular,
that of the beginning of the century, which lies between the world of yesterday
and the new world, moods from which the brothers. growing.

The article seeks to focus on the connections between the ideological and the
aesthetic as they are expressed in the novella. My concern will be to identify
the expressions of Nazi ideology and its spirit that are implied by the brothers'
attitude to aesthetic and cultural aspects, dimensions that are present in the novel
in many ways - the city of Vienna itself, as well as engagement in photography,
painting, art, architecture, music and culture in general are repeatedly addressed

by the elder and younger brothers.

Keywords: Holocaust, Hitler, Polk, Vienna, turn of the century, Enlightenment,
modernism, Vermeer



