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The prayer for rain and the prayer for dew: Sources and transitions
Aharon Kellerman

Abstract

The objective of this article is to examine the historical-developmental dimension
of the Prayer for Rain, recited on Shmini Atzeret, by exploring its historical
sources and the transitions in its recitation across generations within Ashkenaz
communities. Following this examination, a short discussion of the Prayer for
Dew will be presented. The initial sources for the mention of rain in the Shmini
Atzeret Musaf are in the Mishna and the Jerusalem Talmud. The poet Elazar be-
rabbi Qillir wrote several shabbaot for rain, and one of these was inserted into
the Ashkenaz prayers. It is composed of two introductory sections, a Reshut,
two Seder Yetzira sections, a Seder Psukim, and a Rahit, which, in the Eastern
Ashkenaz rite, was written later. The rain announcement, written earlier, follows
these. It is reasonable to assume that this rain poem reached Ashkenaz from the
ancient Roman rite. Early sources of the Ashkenaz rite do not mention any rain
prayer until the 14th-15th centuries, but it was hinted at in some sources. Thus,
the dissemination of the rain prayer was gradual and reached saturation by the
16th century, partly due to the influence of the printing press. The title 'rain prayer'
first appeared next to the title 'Musaf prayer' in 1794, and then separately in 1832.
By the end of the 18th century, both Chasidic and non-Chasidic groups, the latter
under the leadership of the Vilnius Gaon, reduced the number of poems in prayer
services. The rain prayer was not included in this change. The Gaon students
who migrated to the Land of Israel, reaching Jerusalem in 1816, removed Qillir's
poems from the prayer, leaving only the later poem and the announcement. This
version has been widely adopted by the Ashkenazi rite in the Land of Israel. The
dew prayer, recited on the first day of Passover and mentioned by some customs
in the summer daily prayers, is structurally similar to the rain prayer, with its
Rahit also written by Qillir. It seems that the dew prayer was disseminated in the

Ashkenazi rite a bit earlier than the rain prayer. The dew prayer was shortened
in the Land of Israel, similarly to the rain prayer.
Keywords: Rain prayer, dew prayer, Qillir, Land of Israel rite, Shabbata, Shmini

Atzeret.

DWI N7 |

37| nuinn| 16



