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"All the signs were at the place of revelation": The poetics of the symbolic
framework in Rachelly Abraham-Eitan’s love poetry
Yair Koren-Maimon

Abstract

This article proposes a new scholarly reading of Racheli Abraham-Eitan’s
poetry, establishing the theme of love as a foundational concentric axis in her
work. Alongside the three interpretive axes previously established in research:
the gender-thematic, the aesthetic, and the ontological, I argue that love is the
fundamental focus accompanying the poet since her earliest works, serving as
the core from which circles of expression and meaning branch out, sustaining
the layers of her poetry.

The discussion focuses on representations of man - woman love and the way it
is configured as an extensive symbolic network that constitutes a mechanism for
emotional processing and transformation. Through an analysis of core symbols (the
bird, wind, light, water) and the motif of the path, I demonstrate a transformative
dynamic wherein elements appearing as isolated components in her early books
coalesce across the entirety of her work into a holistic significance, imparting a
transcendental metaphysical depth to her poetry.

This convergence constitutes the poet’s being as an independent female subject,
granting her existential redemption and internal liberty that leads toward the
creation of an autonomous poetic space- one that is liberated from the shackles
of patriarchal perception and the subordination of the female experience to the
male gaze.

Consequently, a diachronic and holistic reading of Abraham-Eitan’ entire corpus
is essential to uncovering her unique poetic code; it demonstrates how later
representations function as transformations of early elements, reflecting shifts
within the speaker’s psyche who succeeds in crafting a unique poetic voice that
bridges the Hebrew lyrical tradition with a subversive, groundbreaking gendered

expression.

Keywords: Rachelly Abraham-Eitan; Love as a concentric axis; Symbolic

framework; Carl Gustav Jung (Archetypes).
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